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the kind assistance of the officers and sailors, managed to
seat ourselves in the boat where I had not been a minute
ere the sickness entirely left me, notwithstanding the quick
and violent motion. Not so my companions, wilih whom
the evil increased.

Leaving the Plassey, we darted on at a prodigious rate,
and in about an hour stepped ashore within the Pier, and
in live minutes were placed by a clear fire in a comfort-
able room at the Inn then kept by Michiner. Here we
oat our Christmas dinner, took a moderate share of port,
and at an early hour went to our beds, in order to make
up for two sleepless nights we had passed on board. In
the morning we found that the wind had veered round
to the N.W. and the ships were weighing their anchors
to go round the North Foreland into the Downs. Having
breakfasted, we ordered a post chaise in which we drove
to the Three Kings at Deal. The Plassey came to in the
Downs in the afternoon, immediately after which it began
to blow strong from the Westward. We amused ourselves
running about the country to different places.

On the 28th Bourchier proposed our accompanying him
to Dover to visit a relation of his, Captain Pritty, who com-
manded one of the Government packets that sailed between
Calais and Dover. This gentleman's house we accordingly
drove to; he insisted upon our staying to dinner, entertain-
ing us most hospitably. Upon our going away at night, he
made us promise to eat our New Year's dinner with him,
which we were all three willing enough to do, provided we
remained till then on shore. He then assured us we should
have a westerly wind for a week longer, when the moon
changed, and should the Fleet sail during our absence
ho would himself put us on board in a cutter of his own.

The 31st Mr. Rider came down with the Company's
after packet, bringing with him a smart girl, and his
brother, John Rider. In the morning of the 1st of January
1769, the latter gentlema-n came into the room in which
we were sitting to ask if either of us was disposed to take
a trip to France ; that there was a nice little smuggler just